as a popular book, it is a work of scholarship. There is a need information on the systematics of "forensic" insects, their biology and life cycles, the importance of the type of soil under a corpse, whether wrapped or burned and the effect of meteoro logical conditions on decomposition. In addition there are useful descriptions of the results of author's experiments using pig car casses and the influence of drugs on the development of mag gots and the myiasis that develop when maggots invade living human tissues. M. Lee Goff also answers questions he is frequently asked like "how he can deal with it, if he does not have nightmares" etc., how to resist the temption to be an advo cate for somebody rather than testify before a jury, how it is dif ficult for the average academic to enter the legal system, and is there a need -to establish Boards of Forensic Entomology (1996) , as the forensic community regards forensic entomology as a fringe activity. The last chapter deals with social contact and symposia he has attended and demonstrates the author's wit, which was could not be so obvious in preceding chapters.
The book is illustrated with good pen-and-ink drawings, and has a good bibliography and index. It is higly recommendable for all who have, or need to have, an interest in this matter. The reader imbibes information in a very easy and natural way, rather than with difficulty as from many highly scholarly text books. The author passes to the reader all his personal experi ence as an teacher.
